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Farewell, and O! where'er thy voice be tried,
On Tonic's difis, or Pambamarca's side,
Whether where equinoctial fervours glow,
Or winter wraps the polar world in snow,
Still let thy voice, prevailing over time,
Redress the rigours of the inclement clime;
Aid slighted truth with thy persuasive strain;
Teach erring man to spurn the rage of gain;
Teach him, that states of native strength possessed,
Though very poor, may still be very blessed;
That trade's proud empire hastes to swift decay,
As ocean sweeps the laboured mole away;
While self-dependent power can time defy,
As rocks resist the billows and the sky.1
The European interest in primitive nature and in savage
life was stimulated by the remarkable achievement of the
eighteenth century in geographical discovery and observation.
Admiral Anson sailed round the world in 1739-40, and his
chaplain wrote an interesting description. Cook's voyages
among the islands of the South Seas and to Australia resulted
in an immediate and vast "increase in Europe's knowledge and
interest concerning savage peoples and primitive countries.
The gentleness, friendliness, and natural courtesy of the natives
of the Tonga Group, called by Cook the Friendly Islands,
confirmed the preconceived idea which poets and philosophers
entertained concerning the noble savage. Cook kter paid
with his life the penalty of too much trust in the friendliness
and peacefulness of savages, but the men of tibe stdoxs and
libraries at home were litde affected fay such an incident. It is
a curious fact that even the highly civilized countries o£ Europe
had interesting survivals or examples of primitive life* While
Captain Cook was exploring the South Seas Peter the Wild
Boy, who had been caught in the woods near Hanover in 1725,
and who could speak no language, was still living in England.*
George I had token a kindly interest in him, and had him
brought over to England. There Peter the Wild Boy Irrai
until his death in 1785. The French scientist
published an account of a savage girl, caught in tb&
1 The Deserted Village* ad fin.        * C, B.

